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South	West	Four	2012	(Sunday	26th	

August)	Report	and	Review	

Introduction 

The South West Four festival at Clapham Common in London is an experience not to be missed. 

There are not many places where some of the world’s best modern electronic dance music is put 

together into one huge collection. Yes, Ultra Music Festival in Miami may be the biggest dance music 

festival in the world, but South West Four has to be on the same level. 

The Acts 

When you listen to a track in your bedroom, you can admire the complexity of it, but when you are 

listening to it live through 1000 watt speakers, you get a whole new dimension: power. This was 

definitely apparent when I saw Borgore performing in the RAM 

Records 20
th

 Anniversary Arena. It was the first act that I saw in the 

day, and he was playing some dubstep, and soon as I heard my first 

drop of the day, I could instantly feel the overwhelming energy, and 

so could everyone else. He definitely made sure that the crowd 

remained energetic and raving. 

 

Rudimental, on the main stage, contrasted a lot. They did not 

keep the level of energy the same, but made it more 

dynamic, starting off slow with deep house, then increasing 

the tempo of the set, moving into electro house, then jungle, 

then drum & bass, at which point their MC interacted with 

the crowd and made them do certain things like chanting; at 

one point he made them do the ‘Rudimental Skank’, which 

was like fist pumping but with the palm of your hand. They 

even brought on their trumpet player to play over the top of 

the set, which was a nice addition. John Newman came on at the end to sing for their track ‘Feel The 

Love’. They made sure to bring up the crowd’s energy, but not too much; it was more of a happy set 

rather than a powerful set, a good thing to have at the early part of a festival.  

One thing I did notice about this festival was that many of 

the acts had MCs chanting and rapping over the top of their 

DJs. In my opinion, doing that is a very nice way of making a 

DJ set more interesting. This is why I think that Foreign 

Beggars are a great concept of a rapping duo. They simply 
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play dubstep songs and rap over them; dubstep is a great genre to use as it is very similar to hip-hop. 

They also did a great job at making the crowd chant as well as them, and interacted with them well. 

The theme of hip-hop carried on into the next act, as 

Public Enemy performed a live set of their classic tracks, 

for their 25
th

 anniversary. 

Of course, hip-hop is responsible for a lot of dance music 

genres today such as breakbeat, jungle, drum & bass and 

dubstep, so it was great to bring back classic hip-hop 

from the late 1980s. 

 

One genre that I noticed was featured very heavily in this festival 

was drum & bass; this surprised me as it is a genre that is not 

featured very much in worldwide dance music as it normally stays 

in the UK, but that did not matter. People say that dubstep is the 

best genre for making raves go mad; I 

disagree. Drum & bass, and its sub-

genre drumstep, makes the crowd so 

much more energetic than dubstep 

does; people, including me, were really raving hard. Jack Beats and 

Friction brought out the best of the genre in the RAM arena, while 

Public Enemy were still on the main stage. 

Then, DJ Fresh stole the main stage. I expected 

him to just play drum & bass; I was wrong. He 

started with dubstep, then, like what 

Rudimental did earlier, he moved into drum & 

bass, increasing the crowd’s energy. While 

everyone was enjoying it, the drum & bass 

section ended, and he went all the way down to 

moombahton, before gradually bringing the 

tempo up again, into electro house, and then 

eventually into drum & bass again, with a bit of 

jungle as well. His set was probably the most 

dynamic of all of all of the sets that I had seen. 

He also did not care how old the songs were, and made sure that they were fun, and I found it the 

most enjoyable set that I had listened to so far. He really did a great job at keeping the crowd happy 

and raving. The way that he blended the different genres was genius, and I believe that doing so 

brings out the best DJ sets. 

The Crookers brought out some nice electro house and 

moombahton, which the crowd loved. I noticed that their style 

was very bass-heavy, which gives good power. I could notice that 

the sets were getting more and more energetic as the day went 
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on. Unfortunately, in the middle of the Crookers’ set, they received a DJ’s worst nightmare: a power 

cut. All of the lights, screens and speakers were off for about five minutes, and some of the crowd 

started to move away, but the same vibe was brought back when the power came back on. 

Steve Angello gave the crowd some nice electro 

and progressive house tunes, most of which were 

his group the Swedish House Mafia’s tracks, but he 

combined them well; he did not change genre but 

instead focused more on the feel of the tracks; the 

more energetic ones were in the middle of the set 

and the more fun ones were at the end; putting 

the fun tracks at the end will end up with the DJ 

getting lots of applause at the end, as the crowd 

would have enjoyed the last few tracks the most. 

Diplo’s set similar to the Crookers’ set: energetic, but 

like DJ Fresh’s set, it changed in tempo, from 

moombahton to electro house, and then back to 

moombahton again, a good effect. Nicky Da B 

appeared at the end to add vocals to the track 

‘Express Yourself’, a moombahton collab’ between 

the two artists. 

 

Skream! & Benga brought up the power of the 

music another level by playing some super bass 

heavy dubstep anthems, which were complete 

blasts through the speakers. Although I did say 

earlier that drum & bass is great for energy, 

dubstep is better for power. I was really not 

expecting the bass to be so thumping; no 

wonder the temptation was so great for people 

to put their hands in the air and do the ‘dubstep 

bounce’. 

However, they simply had to increase the power 

of the music, because of what was to come next. 

This was the moment that I had been waiting for, for two 

months. When Skrillex finally got on his special console, 

after the five minute countdown, the stage erupted, not 

just with the pounding music but the light show, 
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animations and pyrotechnics were such class. It was an overwhelming feast for the mind. 

The set kept the huge power the same throughout, but just like DJ 

Fresh did, Skrillex combined different genres together. He started 

with his famous dubstep (some people would call them brostep) 

tracks, but then he increased the tempo into drum & bass and 

drumstep VIP remixes of his tracks, something that he has only 

started to do recently, but it was good to do so, as his dubstep 

tracks have been heard so many times that it’s good to change 

them. 

I will admit though, that some the set was fairly predictable; some of the tracks he played were the 

same tracks that he played at Ultra Music Festival in March, in the same order, but they were great 

fun nonetheless. 

After the drum & bass section, he went into electro house, before going back into dubstep again. 

The last track that he played was, in my opinion, his best one: ‘Scary Monsters and Nice Sprites’, but 

it was a new VIP mix, going into drum & bass on the second drop, which was completely epic. 

Conclusion 

When Skrillex’s set was finished and people were starting to leave, I said to my mum: “What a 

show”, and I was right. I had never experienced so much power from bass music, and it has 

definitely inspired me to make more of it, particularly drum & bass, which was played a lot at the 

festival. 

There were two arenas that I did not even go in, where they were presumably playing house music, 

but I did not recognise any of the acts playing in there, and the idea did not interest me very much. I 

want to be inspired by the artists that I admire, and so I was. 

When I got home I was aching, but that was from all of the raving and having total fun that this 

fantastic festival. 


